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Summary of Facts and Submissions

IT.

IIT.

Iv.

VI.

VII.

The appellant appealed against the examining division's
decision to refuse the present European patent
application. The examining division held that the sole
claim request then on file did not comply with

Articles 123(2), 84 and 56 EPC.

With its statement setting out the grounds of appeal,
the appellant submitted claims according to a main

request and an auxiliary request.

The board summoned the appellant to oral proceedings.
In a communication pursuant to Article 15(1) RPBA, it

gave 1ts negative preliminary opinion on the case.

With letter dated 6 December 2024, the appellant
submitted an amended main request and an amended

auxiliary request together with counter-arguments.

By letter dated 7 January 2025, the appellant indicated
that it would not be attending the arranged oral

proceedings before the board.

The oral proceedings were then cancelled.

The appellant's final requests are that the decision
under appeal be set aside and that a patent be granted
according to a main request, or as an alternative,
according to an auxiliary request, both as filed with
the letter dated 6 December 2024.



VIIT.

-2 - T 0625/23

Claim 1 of the main request reads as follows (board's

emphasis) :

"A method for screen interface switching, comprising:

detecting a first actual pressing period of
pressing any point in a screen operation area by a
user's finger;

in a case that the first actual pressing period is
greater than or equal to a first preset pressing
period, starting an interface switching mode at a
current interface, wherein starting an interface
switching mode at a current interface comprises:

generating a set of application icons in the screen
operation area where the user's finger can touch for
the user to select; and

based on the set of application icons, enabling the
current interface to skip to a corresponding
application interface in one step by clicking an
application icon needing to be selected;

in a case that the interface switching mode has
been started, detecting a second actual pressing period
of pressing a screen by the user's finger; and

in a case that the second actual pressing period is
greater than or equal to a second preset pressing
period, expanding the set of application icons. [sic]

wherein expanding the set of application icons
comprises:

extending and displaying additional application
icons in an extending direction of the set of
application icons, to display the additional
application icons in the screen operation area through
a finger of user sliding up and down along an arc
within a range controlled by one hand in an up-down
sliding direction of the set of application icons,

wherein the extending direction refers to a direction

extending from one end of the set of application icons
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to a direction away from the set of application icons,

the up-down sliding direction of the set of application

icons refers to a direction of toggling up and down

along an arc within a range controllable by one hand;

wherein at least one of the set of application
icons and the another set of application icons is a
sector application icon set, and at least one is
configured to automatically sort application icons
according to the user's use habits; and in a case that
the set of application icons and the another set of
application icons are sector application icon sets, the
radius of the another set of application icons is
greater than the radius of the set of application

icons; wherein the sector application icon set refers

to an application icon set displayed in a sector

display area of an interface of a terminal;

detecting whether the user's finger presses any
point in the screen operation area; and

wherein expanding the set of application icons
further comprises:

expanding another set of application icons on the
periphery of the set of application icons, to switch
displaying of the set of application icons and the
another set of application icons in the screen
operation area through the user sliding back and forth

along the extending direction."

Claim 1 of the auxiliary request reads as follows

(board's emphasis) :

"A method for screen interface switching, comprising:
detecting a first actual pressing period of
pressing any point in a screen operation area by a

user's finger;
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in a case that the first actual pressing period is
greater than or equal to a first preset pressing
period, starting an interface switching mode at a
current interface, wherein starting an interface
switching mode at a current interface comprises:
generating a set of application icons in the screen
operation area where the user's finger can touch for
the user to select; and

based on the set of application icons, enabling the
current interface to skip to a corresponding
application interface in one step by clicking an
application icon needing to be selected;

in a case that the interface switching mode has
been started, detecting a second actual pressing period
of pressing a screen by the user's finger; and

in a case that the second actual pressing period is
greater than or equal to a second preset pressing
period, expanding the set of application icons. [sic]

wherein expanding the set of application icons
comprises:

toggling a sector display area for displaying the

application icon set up and down along an arc within a

range controllable by one hand in an up-down sliding

direction, to cyclically toggle more application icons

for a user to click and switch; or

when a quick interface switching mode is started,

displaying a circle of sector icon sets, and in a case

that a preset number of seconds is pressed again in the

quick interface switching mode, generating, by a

terminal, an icon set slightly greater than an original

sector icon set in radius outside an original sector

icon set, and the sector display area is within a range

controllable by one hand of the user."
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Reasons for the Decision

1. The present application pertains to a method for

switching application icons on a touch screen. When a
user touches the screen for a long period of time, a
set of icons is generated on the screen, in an area
within the reach of a user's finger. When a further
"long touch" is performed, a mode is entered in which
additional icons can be displayed, when the user slides
up and down on the screen. Additionally, a further set

of icons can be displayed on the screen.

2. Decision in written proceedings (Article 12(8) RPBA)

By its notice of non-attendance at the arranged oral
proceedings before the board (see point V above), the
appellant effectively withdrew its request for oral
proceedings, waived its opportunity to discuss the
newly filed claim requests with the board, and made
evident that oral proceedings would not be expedient.
Hence, this decision was handed down in written

proceedings (cf. Article 12(8) RPBA).

3. Main request and auxiliary request - admittance

3.1 The main request and the auxiliary request were filed
for the first time in response to the board's
communication under Article 15(1) RPBA. Hence, their
admittance into the appeal proceedings are at the
board's discretion under all relevant parts of
Articles 12 and 13 RPBA, in particular Article 13(2)
RPBA. According to the latter provision, any amendment
to a party's appeal case made at such a late stage of
the appeal proceedings "shall, in principle, not be

taken into account unless there are exceptional
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circumstances, which have been justified with cogent

reasons by the party".

The main request appears to be based on the previous
main request submitted with the statement of grounds of
appeal. Its independent claims have been modified by
the addition of features from the description and by

the removal of some features.

Claim 1 of the auxiliary request was modified by the
removal of more than half of its text and the addition
of a number of features stemming from the description

of the application.

The appellant did not submit any reasons for filing
these amendments so late in the appeal proceedings (cf.
Article 12(4), 3rd sentence, and Article 13(1l), 2nd and
3rd sentences, RPBA). Nor did the appellant justify
with "cogent reasons" the presence of any "exceptional
circumstances" within the meaning of Article 13(2)
RPBA.

In this regard, it is also noted that, in its
communication under Article 15(1) RPBA, the board
essentially confirmed the findings in the decision
under appeal. Furthermore, the board raised an
additional objection under Article 84 EPC in that

communication (see points 8.2 and 8.6).

Yet, claim 1 of the main request does not prima facie
overcome this objection (cf. Article 13(1), fourth
sentence, RPBA). In addition, the appellant's arguments

in this regard, being largely based on the description
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and the drawings of the application, are not

convincing.

Claim 1 of the auxiliary request prima facie gives rise
to new objections, since there is no basis apparent for
the added wording "toggling a sector display

area" (Article 123(2) EPC), and since the relative term
"slightly greater" introduced in claim 1 is not clear
(Article 84 EPC).

The board therefore sees neither procedural nor prima
facie substantive reasons why these new claim requests
should be admitted into the appeal proceedings. Hence,
it exercised its discretion not to admit the main
request and the auxiliary request into the appeal

proceedings.

As there is no admissible claim request on file, it

follows that the appeal must be dismissed.



Order
For these reasons it

The appeal is dismissed.

The Registrar:

B. Brickner

is decided that:

The Chair:
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