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Summary of Facts and Submissions

IT.

ITT.

The appellant (opponent I, Didier-Werke) lodged an
appeal against the interlocutory decision of the
Opposition Division on the amended form in which the
patent No. 0 310 296 can be maintained.

On 2 April 1997 by letter of 26 iarch 1997, the
respondent (proprietor):communicated *that all the
national patents corresponding to the above European
patent have been abéndoned by non-payment of their
renewal fees". The .Board, by a communication dated

15 April 1997, has notified of this expiration of the
national patents to the parties to the proceedings and
stated that, according to Rule 60 EPC, the appeal
proceedings would be terminated without a decision on
its substantial merits being issued unless a request to
continue the proceedings was filed by the appellant or

the other opposing party within two months.

No request to continue the proceedings has been filed.

Reasons for the Decision

1859.D

As the proceedings are not continued after abandonment
of the European patent by non-payment of the renewal
fees pursuant to Rule 60(1) EPC in conjunction with
Rule 66(1) EPC, they are terminated ("special case" of
termination of opposition proceedings referred to in
G 1/90, OJ EPO 1991, 275, 279, Reasons, 7).
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Order

For these reasons it is decided that:

The appeal proceedings are terminated.

The Registrar: The Chairman:

A. Townend
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