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Summary of Facts and Submn ssions

The applicant (appellant) |odged an appeal, received on
3 Novenber 1997, against the decision of the Exam ning
Di vi sion, dispatched on 9 Septenber 1997, refusing the
Eur opean patent application No. 93 250 240.4
(publication nunber 0 589 545). The fee for the appea
was paid on 3 Novenber 1997. The statenent setting out
t he grounds of appeal was received on 8 January 1998.

In its decision, the Exam ning Division held that the
application did not neet the requirenents of

Articles 52(1) and 56 EPC having regard to the
foll ow ng docunent:

(D1) EP-A-0 360 613.
1. Oral proceedings were held on 28 May 2002.
At the oral proceedings, the appellant requested that
t he deci si on under appeal be set aside and a patent be
granted on the basis of the foll ow ng docunents:
d ai ns: 1to 35 filed in the oral proceedings,
Descri ption: pages 1, 2 filed with the letter of
14 Cctober 1996,
pages 3, 3a, 6 filed in the ora
proceedi ngs,

pages 4, 5, 7 to 12 as originally filed,

Dr awi ngs: sheet 1/1 filed in the oral proceedings.

1642.D Y A
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L1l The wording of claim1 reads as foll ows:

"A gam ng machi ne change system conpri sing

- a plurality of gam ng machi nes (10) pl ayed by
pl ayers,

- a change card (66) including a card nenory (70)
for storing a cash val ue,

- a change station (40) for entering an initial cash
value into said card nenory (70) of the change
card,

- a game nonitor unit (28) operatively connected to
each of said gam ng machines (10) and including a
first card reader (34) for receiving said change
card (66), first data transfer neans for
transferring a selected cash value fromsaid card
as a credit to said gam ng nmachine, a first keypad
(32) for entering a personal identification nunber
and for selecting said sel ected cash value and a
first display (30) for displaying said selected
cash val ue,

- a change station nmonitor unit (50) operatively
connected to said change station (40), said change
station nonitor unit (50) including a second card
reader (56) for receiving said change card (66)
and a second data transfer neans for transferring
said initial cash value to said card nenory (70)
and a second keypad (54) for entering said
personal identification nunber into the card
menory (70) and

- a central data system (60) operatively connected
to said plurality of gam ng nachi nes and said
change station (40) for recording transactions of
said change card in parallel with the card
including said initial cash value and said

1642.D Y A
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sel ected cash val ue. "

Clainms 2 to 35 are dependent clai ns.

Reasons for the Decision

1

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

1642. D

The appeal is adm ssible.

Amendnent s

Al'l the features recited in the anended claim1 are
supported by the disclosure of the original application
(see the description concerning the enbodi nent of
Figure 1, in particular page 4, line 11, to page 5,
line 29, and the operation of the systemwth
particular regard to the begi nning of the change
person's shift and the phase occurring when a pl ayer
requests change fromthe change person on pages 6 to
9).

Clainms 2 to 35 essentially correspond to the origina
clains 2 to 4, 6 to 16, 18 to 26 and 29 to 39, whereby
t he cl ai m nunberi ng and dependenci es have been changed
to take account of the deletion of the origina
dependent clains 5, 17, 27 and 28. Moreover, m nor
anendnents have been nmade to make their wording
consistent wth that of claim1l.

The original description has been anmended so as to be
adapted to the new claim1l and to acknow edge the prior
art, in particular docunent D1, w thout, however,

I ntroduci ng new el enents.

Therefore, all anendnents are adm ssi bl e under



3.1

3.2

1642. D
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Article 123(2) EPC

Novel ty

Docunent D1 is considered to represent the cl osest
state of the art. It discloses a gam ng nachi ne change
system conpri si ng

- a plurality of gam ng nachines 10 (see Figure 1),

- a change card 20 including a card nenory 26 (see
Fi gure 2),

- a central data processor 82 acting as a change
station for entering an initial cash value into
the card nenory of the change card, the centra
data processor being operatively connected to a
systeminterface 84, a termnal 86 and a display
88 (see Figure 4),

- an interface unit 40 acting as a gane nonitor unit
operatively connected to each of the gam ng
machi nes, the interface unit including, inter
alia, a card reader 42, data transfer nmeans 46 and
a display 78 (see Figure 3).

According to the disclosure of DI, the interface unit
40 does not include a keypad. Moreover, the known
gam ng machi ne change system does not conprise a
central data system

Therefore, the subject-matter of claiml1 is new having
regard to docunent D1 (Article 54(1),(2) EPC).

I nventive step
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4.1 As pointed out in the present invention (see page 2 on
file, second paragraph), nobst gam ng nmachi nes are not
equi pped with bill acceptors and, in nmany cases,
pl ayers do not possess or want to use a credit card
with a gam ng machi ne. For these reasons, casinos
enpl oy change persons who circulate in the gam ng
machi ne area to exchange coi ns or tokens for currency
bills. The change person nust nornmally carry a |l arge
nunber of coins of varying denom nations. In addition
to the inherent problens of carrying about a | arge
anount of change on the casino floor, this nethod of
suppl ying players with change conplicates the casino's
accounting procedures and increases the security
concerns.

These probl ens are sol ved by the gam ng machi ne change
system according to claim1l.

4.2 The cl ained systemrelies on the presence of change
persons who carry a change card charged with a cash
val ue instead of a | arge anount of change. More
preci sely, at the beginning of the shift, a change
person enpl oyed by the casino receives, at the change
station, a non-active card which is issued to his/her
name, initialized, inter alia, with a persona
i dentification nunber and charged with a sel ected cash
val ue. On request of a player, the change person
i ntroduces the card into the gane nonitor unit of a
gam ng machi ne and enters, via a keypad, the persona
i dentification nunber and the cash val ue requested by
t he player in exchange for cash. This cash value is
thus transferred, as credit, fromthe change card to
the gam ng nachi ne and the central data system stores
inreal-tinme, for safety reasons, the information
concerning the transacti on. The change person has to

1642.D Y A
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return to the change station either to replenish the
cash balance in the card nenory or to give back the
card at the end of the shift. In the latter case, the
cash balance is transferred to the central data system
and the card is deacti vat ed.

It is thus clear that the cl ained features concerning
the keypad of the gane nonitor unit and the centra
data system are essential for the invention.

The cl ai ned solution is not rendered obvious by the

di scl osure of docunent D1. Indeed, the known systemis
based on an operation which is quite different. On
request of a player, a change card is inserted by a
casi no enployee into the systeminterface of the
central data processor to be issued to the player and
initialized. Thereafter, the casino enpl oyee accepts
paynent and, using a termnal of the central data
processor, |loads the desired nonetary value in the
menory of the change card. The card is thus ready for
use with a gam ng nachi ne and handed over to the
player. In order to play, the player has to insert the
change card into the interface unit of a gam ng

machi ne, comuni cati on between the card and the gam ng
machi ne being so established. The change card, which is
| eft inserted during the whole play, interacts with the
gam ng machine so that information concerning the

pl ayer and data relating to nmachi ne operation are
stored in the card nenory (see portions 90 and 120,
respectively, in Figures 5 and 6). After play, the

pl ayer has to return the change card to a casino

enpl oyee who inserts it into the systeminterface of
the central data processor. At this point, the player
can receive paynent or credit derived fromthe
information on the card. In particular, the player's
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i ndi vi dual account status is printed out or displayed.

Al t hough the clai ned system and that according to D1
inply simlar basic operations, nanely providing a
change card, letting it be issued, initialized and
charged with a cash anmount, transferring the desired
anount to a gam ng nmachine, replenishing the card, if
necessary, or returning it back to the casino, there
are substantial differences due to their essentially
di fferent functions.

Whereas the player of Dl has his/her own change card,
according to the invention the change person has a
change card and provides the players with the desired
el ectronic cash value at their request. To do this, the
provi sion of the keypad in the gane nonitor unit is an
essential feature of the present invention, which
cannot be considered to be an obvious nodification of
the system of D1 because it is not apparent what
function a keypad woul d have in the known system

An advant age of the system of the invention consists in
the higher safety over that according to D1, because
all the operations, which are necessary for the
authorisation to play at a gam ng nmachi ne, are under
the direct control of casino enpl oyees.

Contrary to D1 (see colum 1, lines 21 to 31), in which
data concerning a player are recorded and eval uated for
mar keti ng reasons, in particular for offering bonuses
to frequent custoners, the player using the system of
the present invention can remai n anonynous because his
personal data are not recorded on the change card.

The cl ai ned systemincludes a central data system
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operatively connected to the plurality of gam ng

machi nes and permtting to record transactions of the
change card in parallel with the card itself. On the
contrary, Dl (see colum 3, lines 36 to 55) explicitly
teaches away fromthe need to have a |large centra
conputer (see also colum 1, lines 41 to 61), so that
there is no real-tinme on-line communication with al

t he gam ng machi nes.

Therefore, the subject-matter of claim11 involves an
i nventive step having regard to docunent D1 (Article 56
EPC) .

For these reasons it is decided that:

1

1642. D

The deci sion under appeal is set aside.

The case is remtted to the departnent of the first
instance with the order to grant a patent on the basis
of the foll ow ng docunents:

d ai ns: 1 to 35 filed in the oral proceedings on
28 May 2002,
Descri ption: pages 1, 2 filed with the letter of

14 Cctober 1996,

pages 3, 3a, 6 filed in the ora
proceedi ngs on 28 May 2002,

pages 4, 5, 7 to 12 as originally filed,

Dr awi ngs: sheet 1/1 filed in the oral proceedi ngs
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on 28 May 2002.

The Regi strar: The Chai r man:

R. Schunacher G Davi es

1642. D



